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This project was funded by: The European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, the LEADER Programme
2014-2020, the Government of Ireland under Project Ireland 2040, the Department of Rural and Community
Development, Cork County Council, Cavan County Council, Limerick City &amp; County Council, Cork County Local
Community Development Committee, Cavan Local Community Development Committee and Limerick Local

Community Development Committee.
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About the Junior Wild Work Toolkit:

Wild Work created an online toolkit for the whole family! The Junior Wild Work toolkit encourages young Wild
Workers to do Wild Work from the classroom to the playground, home to the garden, exploring the town to local

woodland and meadows.

The Junior Wild Work Toolkit has been developed to support the learning of primary school-aged children about the
key topics of nature and biodiversity, and how to support their own wellbeing through nature. Many toolkit items also
have simple, age-appropriate. creative calls to actions. The content has been designed for children in classes 3rd
through 6th, although much of the content will still be informative and educational for older children in the Junior
Cycle of Secondary School. All content can be used as a stand-alone tool, or to supplement or reinforce place-based

learning activities.

The Junior Wild Work Toolkit comprises 65 tools which cover the following modules:

Wild Work & You:
Where Does Wild Work How Does Wild Work

Wild Work in the Past ¥ . . = Come From? = . \ i Make You Feel?
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Wild Work Places: Being a Wild Worker: G Wi Wild Work Thoughts:
How to Care for the Wild Let's Take Action Share What You Learnt
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Module 1 - Wild Work in
the Past

This toolkit introduces the young
Wild Worker to the natural history of
Ireland. Items include lessons on the
Ice Age, Rivers and Iconic Species in

different habitats. The first item

invites the wild worker to start a

nature journal.




From Module 1: Toolkit Item IJM 1.1 Call to Action - Create Nature Journal

Get ready for one of the biggest
parts of being a wild worker!
Check out these slides to learn
about the magic of a nature

Wwork journal, then download the pdf

JUN I 6.R. to make it a reality!
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Call to Action Downloads: Create a Nature Journal

Create a Nature Journal

You Will Need;

A Journal
Pencils and pens
Markers

= Your keen sense of
adventure, imagination

Paint and your wild worker spirit.

Anything you wanna
draw with!

All the most famous explorers, scentsts and
artists kept journals! Now ' your turn to find out
about the amasing secrets of a nature ournal!

All the most famous
scientists and artists kept journals’
Now it's your turn to find out about

the amazing secrets of a nature

Journal.

STEP 4

©On your first page, write down
some of the things you love most
about nature! Finding cool rocks,
bugs or plants or hanging out with
friends around a campfire?

STEP 7

The first thing you have todo is
find the right journal. If you're
going to create one yourself, you
can use cardboard and blank
paper folded together.

STEP S

Find things in nature that you ke
and trace them into your journals.
Then you can play a game with
others by guessing each other's
traced objects.

Best Season

EEE

Difficulty Level
B

Make spedial 1o
"‘"’n';?"“mmm"’
Color, paint, or glue things ontoiit
however you wish.

STEP &

o for 8 welk and try to find
something thet starts with esch
letter of the alohabet and draw it in
your journal. See
how many letters of the alphabet you
can get!

STEP 8

N
§§$ What we learnt today...
\ Y/

Well
Bone:

The most important thing to remember is that using your
journal is not only a great way to have fun, but it also makes
you smarter and more creative! It's one of the best
ways to analyse your thoughts and feelings. It will help you
become the best Wild
Worker you can be, no question about it!

In your Nature Journal g/

Albert Einstein
(one of the smartest people that ever lived)
Leonardo da Vinci
{one of the most famous artists in the world)
Charles Darwin
(one of the greatest naturalists to ever live)
Mark Twain
{one of the most loved authors ever)
Anne Frank
(a hero to many for her bravery)
Thomas Edison
(made many of the worlds most important
inventions)

If you don't like the idea of keeping a
journal, you can think of it as your
personal notebook, sketchbook, diary,
or book.

Some of the most incredible people
who ever lived owed a lot of their
success to journalism. Inventors,
detectives, artists, scientists, authors
and heroes used journals, some
examples are: you

The list goes on...
@ @
A
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What Next .
-
Whenever you have a new spark of an idea for your nature journal, write it
down. This journal is your personal book that will accompany you on so
many of your adventures.

You are encouraged to use it as part of this project and on your own.

Towrap up today's exercise, draw
or paint your favourite place in
nature. Trust me, these special
places remain special for your

whole life!

Now, dive into the worid of
journalism, just like your favorite
explorers, scientists and artists.




From Module 1: Toolkit Item IJM 1.2 Ireland Through the Ice Age (click on @
to get more detail on the feature - see next page).




From Module 1: Toolkit Item IJM 1.2 Ireland Through the Ice Age

Mountains

Think of any mountains around you, or maybe ones you've visited in the past.

Chances are that at some point, they were Nunataks. A nunatak is a mountain

top that pokes out of a glacier or sheet of ice.
These ice free islands were incredibly useful for helping some plants survive the

ice age in Ireland.




Module 2: Where Does
Wild Work Come From?

This module includes lessons and
interactive videos introducing the
Wild Work ethos and origins of the

project.




From Module 2: Toolkit Item JM 2.3 Why be a Wild Worker

Helping Nature

In Ireland, and across the world, biodiversity is
being lost. But luckily more and more of us
have been trying our best to help nature!

Young people especially are realising the
changes that need to happen. Kids are the
future of our planet!

Being a Wild Worker allows you to help nature,
protecting it for generations to come and
saving biodiversity. But that's just the
beginning...




From Module 2: Toolkit Item JM 2.4 Helping People Help Nature

Check out the many ways you can help nature. Check out the many ways you can help nature.

From the picture and the clue, try and guess what you can dol From the picture and the clue, try and guess what you can dol

How can we help pollinators pollinate more of our plants? Let native wildflowers like Dandelions grow for pollinators!




Module 3 - Wild Work
and You: How Does Wild
Work Make You Feel?

These toolkit items introduce young
Wild Workers to softer ways of
engaging with nature. The themes
that are explored include how nature
helps people and how people help

nature.




From Module 3: Toolkit Item JM 3.1 Sit Spot

\
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L Watch later Share
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Module 4 - Wild Work
Places: How to Take Care
of the Wild

These items teach young Wild

Workers about the animals and plants

J U N I 0 R found in meadows, woodlands and

along rivers. This module concludes
. . with Call to Action items to encourage
young Wild Workers to explore their

natural surroundings.




From Module 4: Toolkit Item JM 4.1 Meadow Birdsong

A beautiful and tuneful song. Alarm cry: “chack chack chack Blackbird
chink chink chink”

2 Tumn =~ Turn
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From Module 4: Toolkit item IM 4.12 Woodland Types

The mighty oak woodlands

Arguably the most significant forests that Ireland has is the oak forests! These once covered much of Ireland but unfortunately now there
are few left.

Oak trees can live up to 800 years old, no wonder there are so many myths and legends about them! They are magnificent forests that
would truly amaze anyone that entered. Inside, they would find holly and rowan and bramble, beautiful ferns and a lush canopy.

Luckily, there are still these forests remaining, a few good examples would be Glengarriff Nature Reserve in Co. Cork, Cole’s estate in
Cloverhill, Co. Cavan, or small sections of Cratloe Woods in Co. Limerick.

Which sentence is correct?

O There are very few oak trees left because they don't grow for very long
O Oak forest used to cover Ireland but now they are completely gone

O Very few forests ever had oak trees in them in Ireland

(O Beautiful oak forests once covered Ireland, but now there are few left

®@ Check




Module 5 - Being a Wild
Worker: Let’'s Take
Action

Includes toolkit items to introduce
young Wild Workers to Irish citizen
scientist schemes, and biosecurity
measures young Wild Workers can

take when going into the wild.




From Module 5: Toolkit Item JM 5.2 Why be a Citizen Scientist?

Read the information to discover why you should be a Citizen Scientist. Read the information to discover why you should be a Citizen Scientist.

What is Citizen Science? What do Citizen Scientists study?
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From Module 5: Toolkit Iltem IJM 5.6 Flower Insect Timed (FIT) Count

Flower Insect Timed (FIT) Count

FIT Counts are very simple and anyone can take part and become a citizen scientist. A FIT count is where you watch a patch of flowers for 10
minutes and count how many insects of each type visit.

Although this is a simple task, it's a great way to measure change in vour local biodiversity. It's also important to understand that when insects
visit flowers to feed on their sugary nectar, they also transfer tiny pollen grains between the flowers. This leads to pollination and the production

of fruit and seeds. This is why our pollinators are so important.

Pollination

Pollinator ?:
&
Polle

Flower

Patal
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Module 6 - Wild Work
Thoughts: Share What
You've Learned

Includes toolkit items to conclude
the Wild Work journey. The activities
offer space for reflection and further
inspiration to continue the work of a

young Wild Worker.




From Module 6: Toolkit Item IM 6.1 Before and after Wild Work

Nature and Nurture

“Every day you should say 'I
never knew that'. It keeps your
brain going” Enna Ni Lamhna

With nature as your teacher there is
always something new to learn. Like did
you know the Irish word for jellyfish is
seal snot?

What new thing did you learn today?




From Module 6 Toolkit Item IJM 6.5 Nature Journal Reflections

Nature Journal Reflections

Congratulations on creating an amazing nature journal!

As a Wild Worker, you have been gathering the
knowledge and experience of how helping nature helps
everyone, including yourself!

Take a second and think about what Wild Work
experiences you enjoyed the most.

Write your thoughts:




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

