
Biodiversity Corridors



Patrick McQuinn 

Å Ecologist with a broad range of experiences from 
monitoring seabird populations on our off shore 
islands to controlling invasive alien species 

Å Passionate about pollinators with international 
experience monitoring solitary bees in Spain 

Å Experienced outdoor educator

Meet the Trainer



This training course focused on two looped 
walking trails in West Limerick. 

1. Broadford ςGleannnagCapalltrail

2. GlinςThe Knights walk 

Both groups were given the opportunity in 
Module 5 to swap locations and explore 
the other groups trail as part of this 
course. 

Location



Delivery

4. Focus on pollinators: Butterflies  
2. Exploring Habitats

Biodiversity 
Corridors 

3. Focus on pollinators: Bumblebees

1. Introduction to 
Biodiversity Corridors

5. Invasive Alien Species 

6. Biodiversity Corridors, Habitat 
Management & Reflection 

Delivery of each 
session:
Å In the field
Å 2 hour duration
Å Place based learning 
Å Theory through 

discussions
Å Practical hands on 

aspects 



Modules 1 ṾIntroduction to 
Biodiversity Corridors

Å Exploring the trail with the group 
and highlighting interesting 
ecological  features. Group 
learning. 

Å Defining and exploring the 
importance of Biodiversity 
Corridors 

Å Introduction to identification 
guides and best practice 
guidelines for managing spaces 
for biodiversity and humans



Module 2 ṾExploring Habitats 

Å Highlighting the main habitats on 
the trail and discussing how they 
can be best managed for both 
biodiversity and users of the trail

Å Exploring the progression of the 
seasons through the flowering 
plants and invertebrates present. 
This was a feature of each module.

Å Discussing best practice 
guidelines for the management of 
the main habitats on the trail. 



Modules 3 ṾFocus on 
Pollinators: Bumblebees 

Å Introduction to pollinators and 
understanding their important role in 
sustaining a healthy ecosystem

Å Bumblebees in Ireland and their 
associated habitats 

Å Practical demonstration of safe 
capture with nets and identification 
using ID guides

Å Pollinator friendly management 
guidelines & Citizen Science schemes 
for monitoring bumblebees



Module 4 - Focus on 
Pollinators: Butterflies 

Å Exploring Butterflies in Ireland and their 
associated habitats 

Å Practical demonstration of safe capture 
with nets and identification using ID 
guides

Å Pollinator friendly management 
guidelines & Citizen Science schemes for 
monitoring butterflies

Å Introduction to Solitary bees and their 
interesting lifecycles. Creating nest sites 
for solitary bees 



Modules 5 ṾInvasive 
Alien Species 
Å Define Invasive Alien Species 

(IAS)

Å Biosecurity

Å Threats posed by IAS in 
Ireland and on the trails

Å Best practice guidelines for 
management of IAS

Å IAS Citizen science & 
community actions  



Thanks to all the participants for 
attending, contributing and making 

this course special.

άbŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ 
our aesthetic, 

intellectual, cognitive 
and even spiritual 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ  
E.O. Wilson



One Word Whatôs next

Favourite Part

More!

Bumblebees!

Connection














